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Warm up
Letter from the Editor:
Can you smell it in the air? Finally—hope of a brighter 
future has returned. Literally.
As of March 20, winter is officially over and spring is here. 
Spring is by far my favourite season of the year because it’s 
the most confident. Sure, summer’s hot, but the pressure 
for summer lovin’ gives me humid, sweaty anxiety. 
Autumn is pretty and full of pumpkin spice—but it also 
abruptly forces you back to school and back to the grind. 
Winter’s full of sparkly holidays; but the festive season also 
means wet feet, cold hands, and gift-buying-induced credit 
card debt.
Spring is different. It’s your first chance to bust out dresses 
without boots and tights, to expose some skin, and get 
free vitamin D. Even if you’re stuck in an end-of-semester 
slump, now you can go outside and see those first flowers 
starting to bloom—a new beginning is budding.
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By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Tuesday, March 26
Softball vs. Shoreline, from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m.
The Royals softball ladies pitch 
off against Shoreline at Softball 
City in Surrey. Make the trek 
across the Alex Fraser and cheer 
on your Royals!
Wednesday, March 27
Shitharperdid.com Live! 
Comedy Tour, 5 p.m.
The viral youth voting initiative 
that amused and provoked 
Canadians in the 2011 federal 
election is stopping by Douglas 
College. Students can expect a 
night of cat-stroking improv. 
The event is being held in the 
DSU building and admission is 
by donation.
Ongoing
Your Voice Matters survey
A survey to gauge student 
priorities for the upcoming 
Douglas Board of Directors 
budget meeting is available for 
students to fill out at http://
tinyurl.com/d66xxex. Students 
who complete the survey by 
April 8 will be entered in a draw 
to win Canucks tickets. The 
student budget consultation will 
take place April 12 at the New 
Westminster campus in room 
4920, with a live stream running 
through to the David Lam 
campus in room B3011.
King’s Court Winter 2013
DougLife’s annual five-on-five 
basketball tournament takes 
place on April 4. Teams of five 
with a maximum of one varsity 
player can sign up for the 
tournament at http://www.
douglife.ca/2013/featured-
post/kings-court-winter-2013.
If you would like your event to 
be listed here, email us at news@
theotherpress.ca
DSU rep slate receives 
student mandate
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Last week the Douglas student electorate voted 
“yes” to the Students United 
Mandate, half composed 
of previously-sitting 
representatives and six 
newcomers. The United slate 
ran uncontested this year, 
prompting the ballots to read as 
“yes/no” decision.
“This is the first DSU 
election to be held in over five 
years to be uncontested,” said 
fourth-term External Relations 
Coordinator, Jill Griffin. “When 
it was announced that we would 
be the only slate running, I 
was surprised.”
The lack of choice on ballots 
confused some students, with 
misguided accusations of anti-
democratic behaviour aired via 
the United campaign Facebook 
group page.
The new representatives 
voted into the fold this year are 
Milo Leraar for Pride Liaison, 
Sonia Keshane as Aboriginal 
Liaison, Lorna Howat as 
Disabilities Liaison, Ka’nika 
Codrington as Women’s Liaison, 
and both Keiko Nariya and Shila 
Avissa as Members-at-Large.
“Well, I really love the pride 
community as it already exists 
at Douglas,” said Leerar. “I 
really want to build on what we 
already have towards creating 
safer spaces and more events! 
I would love it if we could get 
a bit of activists spirit going as 
well, surrounding things such as 
the blood ban [on sexually active 
gay men].”
“Also, since New 
Westminster is lacking in queer 
resources as a whole, I’d love 
it if events hosted in the DSU 
could be more open to the wider 
community,” added Leerar.
This year’s turnout was 
much smaller than last year’s 
record-breaking count, likely 
given that the electoral battle 
was much less divisive as last 
year’s Restart (composed largely 
of United candidates) versus 
the Progress mandate, made up 
mostly of 2011-2012 incumbent 
members.
“This year we are going to 
continue to offer services that 
students enjoy like free food, 
giveaways, monthly prizes, and 
campus events,” said Griffin. 
“Beyond these things, students 
have expressed the need for 
increased space on campus as 
the college continues to grow. To 
help provide students with more 
space on campus, we are going 
to continue to improve the DSU 
space to better serve students 
by adding student computers 
at David Lam and at New 
Westminster.”
The DSU also hopes that the 
Pita Pit will be opened by the 
end of September.
Griffin and the United team 
seek to carry out their term by 
holding the college to its own 
motto, claiming they “recognize 
that physical space is not the 
only space that is important to 
students and to this end we will 
be working with students, senior 
management, the education 
council, and board of governors 
to ensure that Douglas College 
lives up to its mission statement 
that states students are the 
primary focus.”
www.theotherpress.ca
This Week at Douglas (week of March 26)
Students United win uncontested
Vote ballot photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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Conservative budget Finance Minister Jim Flaherty  | Photo courtesy of Sean Kilpatrick, Vancouver Sun/CP
$795-million measures 
introduced to ‘connect 
Canadians with available 
jobs’
By Jane Lytvynenko, 
CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty tabled Canada’s Economic 
Action Plan 2013 on March 21. The 
budget titled “Jobs  Growth, and 
Long-Term Prosperity” introduces 
new skills training and job creation 
measures, many of which are tar-
geted at Canada’s youth.
The Conservatives hope to 
eliminate the budget deficit in 
the next two years.
“I want our country in 
a very solid fiscal position,” 
said Flaherty, during a press 
conference. “Crises are inevitable 
from time to time and we have 
to make sure we are in a strong 
fiscal position. We’ll get there 
in 2015 with fairly moderate 
choices.”
Canada Job Grant
With the new Canada Job 
Grant program, the Harper 
government is looking to 
match the unemployed to 
job seekers’ needs. It looks to 
provide job seekers $5,000 each 
from the federal government 
that would ideally be matched 
by an additional $10,000 from 
provincial governments and 
employers.
The grant will create 
opportunities for apprentices 
and provide support to under-
represented groups, such as 
youth and Aboriginal Peoples, to 
help them find employment.
Businesses who can 
provide skills training—such 
as community and career 
colleges—will be eligible to 
receive up to $5,000 dollars 
per person of that grant. The 
businesses’ and provinces’ 
contributions will have to match 
the federal government. The 
program will be finalized after 
renewal negotiations of the 
Labour Market Development 
Agreements in 2014–15 with the 
provinces and territories.
Flaherty said he can’t 
guarantee all provinces will sign 
off on the grant, but remains 
optimistic about the plan.
“[The Conservatives] listen 
to businesses and persons 
who are unemployed,” said 
Flaherty. “We have a problem 
and we have to fix it. I think the 
provincial governments will 
listen to … employers.”
Post-secondary employment
With the budget, the government 
announced promotion of 
education in science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, and 
skilled trades, all of which are 
considered high-demand.
As a part of the Canada Job 
Grant, $19 million over two years 
will be reallocated to informing 
youth about those fields of study 
and the career opportunities 
stemming from them. The 
budget does not provide details 
of where the funding will be 
reallocated from.
A total of $70 million over 
three years will be invested in 
5,000 paid internships for recent 
post-secondary graduates. They 
will be added onto the 3,000 
internships already created with 
Economic Action plan 2012.
The Canadian Youth 
Business foundation will receive 
$18 million over two years if the 
foundation can raise $15 million 
to match the federal funding. 
The non-profit organization 
works with young entrepreneurs 
develop their business by 
providing mentorship, advice 
and other resources. The 
government hopes this will help 
the foundation become self-
sustainable.
Research
 
Research funding will see $37 
million per year to support 
partnerships with industry 
though the granting councils, 
including an additional $12 
million annually for the College 
and Community Innovation 
program (CCIP). The CCIP 
supports collaboration between 
colleges and the industry on 
research projects.
The granting councils will 
expand eligibility for their 
undergraduate and industrial 
internships and scholarships 
to students who are enrolled in 
college bachelor programs.
The finance minister said the 
budget will be balanced in 2015.
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By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
Africa: (Democratic Republic 
of Congo) Bosco Ntaganda, 
former-rebel military chief of 
staff, voluntarily turned himself 
in to the International Criminal 
Court via the US Embassy in 
Kigali, Rwanda. Ntaganda has 
been accused of recruiting child 
soldiers less than 15 years of 
age, as well as other human 
rights violations while carrying 
out operations in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. He was 
conscripted into the Congolese 
Army in 2009 as part of a peace 
deal with M23 rebels in the 
country. Ntaganda has been in 
hiding in neighbouring Rwanda 
for the past several months as 
tensions between government 
forces in the DR Congo and 
M23 rebels has intensified. The 
reasons for him surrendering 
himself to the American 
Embassy are unknown.
Latin & South America: 
(Guatemala) Guatemala’s 
former military ruler, Efrain 
Rios Montt, is currently on 
trial in Guatemala City facing 
charges of genocide. Montt is 
accused of killing over 1,700 
indigenous Guatemalans during 
his time in power in the early 
‘80s. According to the UN, this 
is the first time a former head of 
state has been placed on tribunal 
within their own country while 
facing such charges. Although 
Montt denies allegations against 
him, prosecutors in the trial 
accuse Montt of affiliating 
the indigenous Mayans in 
Guatemala with rebel fighters 
in the country, resulting in 
nearly 30,000 indigenous people 
being displaced in the Latin 
American country during his 17 
months in power. To date, over 
200,000 people were killed or 
are missing from the country’s 
36-year civil war. Montt is being 
charged with 1,771 counts of 
murder.
Asia- Pacific: (China) China’s 
one-child policy has influenced 
over 336 million abortions in the 
country since the state officially 
encouraged having fewer 
children. With 1.3 billion people 
living in China, estimates by the 
People’s Republic government 
predict China’s populations 
would be 30 per cent larger than 
what it is today. Although the 
family planning policy applied 
in 1979 was geared more 
towards people living in urban 
areas, many in China are calling 
for it to be dismantled due to 
a shrinking labour force and a 
spike in the country’s elderly 
demographic. 
Asia- Central & South: 
(Bangladesh) The president of 
Bangladesh, 84-year-old Zillur 
Rahman, died last week after a 
long battle with a lung infection. 
The Bangladeshi president, who 
served in office since 2009, is the 
third president of the country 
to die while holding presidency. 
Rahman was an active force 
for Bangladeshi independence 
during the Bangladesh 
Liberation War in the early 
1970s when the country seceded 
from Pakistan. His action 
during this time landed him a 
20-year jail sentence on top of 
being imprisoned for four years 
following the assassination 
of the Bangladesh’s acting 
president Seikh Mujibur 
Rahman in 1975. A three-day 
vigil was held across the country 
in wake of Rahman’s death 
last week from all sides of the 
country’s political spectrum.
Europe: (Cyprus) The 
government in Cyprus ordered 
all of the country’s banks to 
remained closed and constrict 
cash withdrawals last week 
while the Cypriot parliament 
held further negotiations with 
Russia and the EU on receiving 
an emergency bailout fund. 
The small Mediterranean 
island nation is on the brink 
of bankruptcy and a complete 
economic collapse due to 
the country’s largest banks 
attempting to aid in bailing 
out neighbouring Greece. The 
IMF and Eurozone partners 
are preparing to send 10 
billion euros in bailout funds 
to Cyprus, provided that the 
country allocates another 7 
billion Euros to partially fund its 
own bailout.
Middle East: (Israel) United 
States President Barak Obama 
met with Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in the 
Jewish state last week to hold 
their annual talks on relations 
between the two countries. 
Obama pressed for greater 
unity and to rebuild ties with 
Turkey, due to the situation in 
Syria and for Israeli citizens, to 
strengthen their ties peacefully 
with the Palestinian territories. 
“The only way to truly protect 
the Israeli people is through 
the absence of war—because 
no wall is high enough, and no 
Iron Dome is strong enough, to 
stop every enemy from inflicting 
harm,” said Obama during his 
speech to a group of young 
Israelis. Several rockets from the 
Gaza Strip were launched into 
southern Israel during Obama’s 
visit, none of which caused any 
harm.
World Recap: March 14 - 21
Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu | Photo courtesy of AP
Summer 2016 operational 
date confirmed
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
TransLink announced the final plans for the Evergreen 
Line last week, confirming a 
2016 opening for the line set to 
connect Port Moody, Coquitlam, 
and Burnaby with the 
Millennium Line at Lougheed 
Town Centre station.
“Starting at Lafarge Lake-
Douglas College in Coquitlam, 
the Evergreen Line starts 
south along an elevated track 
towards Lincoln Station, serving 
Coquitlam’s rapidly growing 
Coquitlam Station,” a video 
accompanying the release says. 
The construction of Lincoln 
station will be partially funded 
by Pensionfund Realty Ltd., a 
private real estate company who 
owns the nearby shopping mall, 
Coquitlam Centre. The majority 
of the new stations are being 
built near residential areas.
Unlike previous Evergreen 
Line announcements, last 
Saturday’s press release 
came out of the provincial 
government’s database 
with the headline “Promises 
made, promises kept.” The 
announcement is likely a 
political move, given that the 
new line will be built across 
several battleground ridings in 
the May 14 election, including 
Port Moody-Coquitlam. 
The press release also touts 
a timeline for individual project 
construction for the Evergreen 
Line.
“Our government is 
delivering on our commitment 
to create 8,000 jobs, boost 
development opportunities, 
and transportation options for 
families and communities,” 
said Transportation and 
Infrastructure Minister 
Mary Polak. “We want the 
construction of the Evergreen 
Line project to be a positive 
experience for the communities. 
That’s why we are committed 
to responding quickly and 
providing valuable information 
to residents, commuters, and 
businesses as the project moves 
forward.”
The new line embarks 
underground for 2 km of the 
journey after the Burquitlam 
station stop, serving SFU 
and new Burquitlam condo 
developments at the bank 
of Burnaby Mountain. The 
tunnel, being constructed this 
spring, cuts past Coquitlam 
neighbourhood Glenayre and 
then stops at existing bus loop 
and West Coast Express stop, 
Port Moody Station. The Inlet 
Centre Station serves the Suter 
Brook condo community in 
Port Moody. Existing bus loop 
and West Coast Express station, 
Coqutilam Centre is next on the 
line and will serve as a major 
stop for Park & Ride commuters.
Fourteen months into 
construction, 80 per cent of 
groundwork is complete with 
a final estimated project cost 
figure of $1.43 billion. The 
bus loop at Lougheed Town 
Centre station will be relocated 
this summer to accommodate 
the station expansion and 
construction. 
TransLink finalizes Evergreen Line SkyTrain stations 
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By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
Being a costume head for a theatre production might 
sound like a girl’s dream job: 
a full-time gig shopping and 
dressing beautiful actors. But 
Courtney Schroeder knows that 
a day out looking for shoes, 
cardigans, and tops could be 
absolutely strenuous. 
“I felt like it was all on me 
to find these items,” she said. “If 
I don’t find it I feel horrible, as if 
I’m letting the designer down.” 
Having an opportunity to work 
with professional production 
designer, Charlotte Burke, was 
a great privilege and the idea 
of disappointing her almost 
brought Schroeder to tears. “I 
found one of the three,” she 
brightened up, “shoes. I was so 
happy.”   
“It sounded easy,” she 
smiled, admitting what she 
first thought of stagecraft in 
Grade 10. “At least that was 
what I heard.” Ever since 
assisting stage-management 
in a high school performance 
of Grease, she grew attached to 
the work behind the scenes. In 
Blue Window, Schroeder was 
in charge of the cast’s modern 
attire. But she aims to challenge 
herself in the future: “I really 
like Once Upon a Time,” her face 
lights up. “It goes from modern 
to fairytale. To work on a show 
with such different costumes 
and sets… it’ll be so much fun.” 
Schroeder is driven by 
enjoyment, but there are 
moments where costume design 
is not as easy as her grade 10 self 
would have hoped. “Everything 
has to be ready,” she states as if 
some holy testament. “You make 
sure everything is ready.” God 
forbid anything rips. “Hopefully 
that won’t happen.” The key 
to producing quality work in 
the department is being time 
efficient, and Schroeder knows 
that if she doesn’t meet her 
deadlines, the actors might not 
be naked, but the show will lose 
a lot of substance. 
When show time 
approaches and everything 
is prepared, she will go into 
damage control. Sometimes the 
job can be as simple as doing 
laundry. Other times it can be 
replacing buttons and stitching 
up seams. The preparation 
requires her to arrive hours 
before the show starts, especially 
if a piece of clothing requires 
hang drying.   
Before being enrolled in the 
stagecraft and event program 
at Douglas, she had little idea 
of all the live performances 
taking place in the city. Now, 
she makes attending shows a 
routine, always being aware of 
the costume choices on stage. 
Schroeder understands that 
it takes a certain amount of 
discipline to create and find 
costumes. She offers some 
advice from her own personal 
experience, “Don’t freak out.” 
Following instructions and 
keeping calm are not the only 
things that help you make 
beautiful costumes, but it’ll help 
you look good while doing it.
Douglas Profile: Courtney Schroeder (Costume)
Courtney Schroeder | Photo couretsy of Elliot Chan
‘Pearls’ of wisdom
‘Pearls 32’ is now 
available at Douglas 
College bookstore
By Livia Turnbull, 
Humour Editor
Spring is here and that means another edition of Pearls, 
the Douglas College student 
anthology, is due to hit the 
shelves. To celebrate their 32nd 
anthology, Douglas College 
hosted a Pearls book launch 
on Friday, March 22. We spoke 
with Calvin Wharton, organizer 
behind the book launch, to find 
out what to expect from this 
anthology.
“Pearls 32 is our largest-
ever issue of the anthology,” 
said Wharton in an interview 
with The Other Press. “It’s 
packed with great Douglas 
College student writing, as 
usual. I always love the range 
and variety of work we get to 
publish.” 
The annual Pearls book 
launch helps showcase some 
Douglas’ best and brightest 
creative writers.  Students from 
nearly every creative writing 
course were selected to read 
their work. Anna Heffelfinger 
read her children’s story, “Watch 
Out for the Crocodiles,” while 
Matthew Visser read his poem 
called “Rain.” As dozens of 
guests were packed inside the 
Studio Theatre, the small room 
swelled with emotion.
  “The annual Pearls launch 
is always an energetic, exciting 
event. And rightly so. The 
students have worked hard and 
now get to showcase some of 
the results of that hard work 
with the book and the student 
readings,” said Wharton.
Former radio personality 
Janice Ungaro helped capture 
some that energy and excitement 
with her own personal recount 
of her experiences as a morning 
radio host sleeping in Vancouver 
Eaton’s store for charity in  
“Dog and Pony Show.” 
However, the most exciting part 
of that evening was finding out 
the winner and runner-up of 
the Maurice Hodgson Creative 
Writing Award of Distinction.
Maurice Hodgson is 
considered to be one of the 
godfathers of creative writing 
at Douglas College. Without 
Hodgson, the creative writing 
program would not exist. 
Hodgson also helped found the 
literary magazine Event and 
the student anthology, Pearls. 
When Hodgson died after 
serving the college for 20 years, 
the Maurice Hodgson Creative 
Writing Award of Distinction 
was created in honour of his 
achievements. This year’s 
runner-up was Tiffany John, 
who received a certificate and a 
cheque for $500. The winner of 
the award itself was Stephanie 
Toth, who received a certificate 
and a cheque for $1,000.  
For many people who are 
published in Pearls, their writing 
career is just beginning. “Many 
of the writers published in 
Pearls will go on either continue 
studying creative writing or to 
work on their writing outside 
of writing program. We believe 
that studying writing from 
the perspective of a writer 
can enrich anyone’s life and 
academic career,” said Wharton. 
For those students who 
wish to appear in Pearls 33, 
Wharton offers a piece of advice: 
“Students who would like to see 
their work published in Pearls 
or anywhere else need to read 
widely and carefully. And, of 
course, to write a lot. Writing 
is a process that takes time and 
skill.”
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Tattoos, whale teeth, 
and naked women on 
display at the Vancouver 
Maritime Museum
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
The Vancouver Maritime Museum’s latest exhibit, 
Tattoos & Scrimshaw: The Art of 
the Sailor, has elicited a mix of 
opinions from the public since 
it opened earlier this month—
though most have been positive. 
Among the feedback the exhibit 
and staff has received, a Langley 
mother has expressed her 
thoughts of outrage to the local 
media over the museums first 
‘in-house’ display of sailor art, 
examining the history behind 
sailor tattoos and the lesser 
known scrimshaw carvings, 
citing them as “pornographic.”
“We are an institution for 
all ages,” says Trish Owen, 
curator for the Vancouver 
Maritime Museum. “We have 
to be respectful to everyone in 
how we display our collections 
and this is why the more explicit 
scrimshaws are displayed higher 
up on the walls with warning 
signs next to the display cases.”
Scrimshaw is an artistic 
practice that involves engraving 
or carving artwork into 
whalebones and teeth, which 
was created by sailors serving 
aboard whaling ships in the 
South Pacific during the mid 
1700s. A typical journey for these 
ships would last anywhere from 
two to three years with a lot of 
downtime. This resulted in most 
men fulfilling their boredom 
with their imaginations and 
creating elaborate pieces of art 
from scraps of bone, teeth, and 
even muscle. The scrimshaw 
pieces on exhibit at the 
Vancouver Maritime Museum 
vary in shape and sizes, as do 
the images. These artifacts depict 
everything from sailing ships 
with immense and intricate 
details of their rigging to women 
receiving cunninglus and men 
“pleasuring themselves;” mostly 
engraved in sperm whale bones.
“The scrimshaw pieces on 
display are from our collection 
and, in my opinion, are a vital 
piece of maritime history,” says 
Owen, also mentioning that both 
the scrimshaw pieces and the 
tattoo aspect of the exhibit are 
quite similar in regards to their 
techniques.
Traditionally, each piece 
or tattoo brought someone 
luck or displayed a symbol of 
experience or significance about 
that person. As an example, a 
more common piece seen today 
is that of two barn swallows 
flying towards each other below 
a person’s clavicle, with each 
swallow historically symbolizing 
5,000 nautical miles of travel. 
The exhibit goes into more 
detail and breadth on the tattoo 
aspect of the display, which 
traces the origins all the way 
back to the 1700s and even 
further from places such as the 
Solomon Islands and Tahiti and 
the interactions the indigenous 
people had with the whalers at 
the time.
Vancouver tattoo artist 
Chris Hold was fundamental 
in making the exhibit come 
together by replicating several 
pieces for the display of original 
sailor tattoo art created by 
several American tattoo artists 
responsible for pioneering the 
cultural phenomenon. 
Also noteworthy are the 
traditional needle and ink bowl 
on loan from the Museum 
of Anthropology, next to the 
various forms of tattooing tools 
used over the decades from 
different areas of the South 
Pacific and even closer to home.
A lot of information has 
been packed into the exhibit, 
which possesses a tough and 
reserved atmosphere and is 
especially recommended to 
anyone who is interested in the 
tattooing or scrimshaw aspect. 
Try and imagine some of the 
hardships the men felt while 
taking in the Scrimshaw pieces. 
If you feel like making the 
worthy trip out to Kitsilano to 
take it in, don’t forget to bring 
your Student ID for a discounted 
admission.
Photo courtesy of Keating Smith
Historical sailor art brings a flood of interest
These artifacts depict everything 
from sailing ships with immense 
and intricate details of their rigging 
to women receiving cunninglus and 
men “pleasuring themselves;” mostly 
engraved in sperm whale bones.
Vancouver’s last porn 
theatre to become 
a music venue
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Mount Pleasant’s Fox Theatre has been leased 
by Waldorf Productions’ Tom 
Anselmi, Ernesto Gomez, 
Danny Fazio, and the duo of 
David Duprey and Rachel 
Zottenberg—owners of several 
indie venues in Vancouver, 
including the Rickshaw. Why is 
this news of such importance? 
The Fox Theatre, as it turns out, 
is Vancouver’s last porn theatre.
There are probably a few 
questions running through 
your head right now, such 
as “We still have those?” It’s 
now been leased to five loud 
voices in Vancouver’s artistic 
community, who are intending 
to turn the local spank bank 
into a miniature music venue. 
As already reported, the group 
intends to start this nifty project 
by cleaning the place out 
themselves. I can only imagine 
the inside is horrifying, save for 
an apparent mural of Scott Baio 
in one of the bathrooms.
I’m always heartbroken 
when another part of 
Vancouver’s heritage or arts 
scene is taken away. While I’ll 
be honest and say I feel like 
one porn theatre isn’t going to 
kill anybody, I’m also looking 
forward to a new venue by an 
amazing crew of people who’re 
interested in keeping our indie 
culture alive. While the Fox 
Theatre is being labeled as a 
music venue (DJs included), 
there are also going to be theatre 
performances, film screenings, 
comedy shows—if you thought 
the Fox Theatre was intimate 
before, all of the venue’s 
projects will be possible with 
only 200 seats to sell for each 
performance.
Going back a bit, the 
same argument for keeping 
Vancouver’s neon signs alive 
could be applied to those who 
are a little sad to know the last 
porn theatre will be gone. As 
David Lynch has taught us, even 
the nicest towns need a little bit 
of seediness. Again, I’m excited 
for this new venue, which the 
team is still hoping to name Fox 
Theatre, but I feel like we’re 
losing a piece of history—even 
if it’s a splooge-covered piece of 
history.
The new and improved 
Fox Theatre likely won’t be 
open until next year, or at least 
until the end of this year. The 
new venue will offer a lot of 
opportunity for up-and-coming 
artists and artists who just 
want a more intimate setting 
in what is now a significantly 
less dangerous and seedy part 
of Vancouver. Rather than 
forgetting all about the old Fox 
Theatre, just remind yourselves 
if you’re ever at the venue that, 
“Hey, this used to be a porn 
theatre… Cool!”
A load of opportunity
Arts. Have an idea for a story or review? Contact the editor at arts@theotherpress.ca
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By Sonia Panesar, Contributor
I’m sure that quite a few of us watch ABC Family’s Pretty 
Little Liars, currently filming 
its fourth season. But for those 
who aren’t familiar, I think it’s 
about time those folks learn 
what they’re missing out on. 
Pretty Little Liars is based on 
the popular series of young 
adult novels by Sara Shepard, 
although the TV adaptation 
has strayed quite a bit from the 
original books.
Both the novels and the 
show unravel the events of 
one summer when a group of 
friends—Aria Montgomery 
(Lucy Hale), Hanna Marin 
(Ashley Benson), Spencer 
Hastings (Troian Bellisario), and 
Emily Fields (Shay Mitchell)—
find one of their “best friends,” 
Alison DiLaurentis (Sasha 
Pieterse), murdered. After 
Alison’s death, these four girls 
start receiving anonymous 
messages from the unknown 
“A.” A knows all of the girls’ 
deepest, darkest secrets, and 
uses these secrets to threaten 
and manipulate the girls. 
Strangely, A knows all the 
secrets that they told Alison. 
The four girls then set out to 
discover who this A really is. 
Throughout the series, 
things like additional deaths, 
betrayal, and revenge keep the 
plot flowing. Season one is the 
beginning of a roller coaster 
ride of drama, with the key still 
being trying to find out who A.
Let me step back a minute 
and further explain these 
individual characters. Aria 
Montgomery is a very subtle 
girl with a unique sense of style, 
who previously moved to the 
show’s setting (the fictional 
Rosewood, Pennsylvania) from 
Iceland with her family. Spencer 
Hastings is the genius and a 
jack of all trades, although her 
relationship with her sister 
Melissa does get messy. Hanna 
Marin is the dumb blonde, but 
with a great heart, previously 
suffering from bulimia. Finally, 
Emily Fields finds herself in 
one of the more complicated 
situations out of these 
characters, as she is a closeted 
lesbian—and A knows this.
While a good murder 
mystery is always fun and 
exciting, that’s not all the show 
offers. Pretty Little Liars tackles a 
lot of touchy subjects, like body 
image problems and closest 
homosexuality. All of these 
are subjects not just handled 
for the audience, but they’re 
also handled on a channel one 
would least suspect. If nothing 
else, it shows that even a major 
company like ABC (owned by 
Disney) wants to try to get teen 
audiences to better understand 
these issues.
Season three of Pretty Little 
Liars ended last Tuesday, so until 
season four rolls around in June, 
take some time to catch up on 
the re-runs. Pretty Little Liars is 
one of my favourite shows, for 
its drama and its melodrama, 
and hopefully I’ve convinced 
some of you to give it a chance 
now.
Half-assed zombies 
aren’t gonna grab you
By Steven Cayer, Contributor
When I found out there would be a new Walking 
Dead game based on the AMC 
series with Daryl and Merle 
Dixon as the main protagonists, 
I couldn’t believe it—then 
I heard is was to be a first-
person shooter, and I got a little 
worried. 
The Walking Dead: Survival 
Instinct was developed by 
Terminal Reality and published 
by Activision. The worst thing 
about it though is actually 
playing the game. Not only 
were the graphics bad, but also 
outdated. In today’s games, 
people are expecting a lot 
more in terms of graphics, and 
this game fails to deliver. The 
environments were very bland 
and forgettable. There are only 
about nine different zombies 
that you can either charge 
through and grapple with or 
stealthily sneak around. I tried 
to sneak around them, but it 
never worked; they always saw 
me and I’d need to use the exact 
same moves to kill them all: 
shove, swing, swing. In some 
cases when they grab, you: 
grapple, stab, repeat.
Throughout the game, you 
find different weapons, but they 
don’t matter when you finally 
get your hands on Daryl’s fabled 
crossbow—it’s easily the best 
weapon in the game. You can 
silently kill zombies from a 
distance, and you can reuse the 
bolts you fire so you never run 
out of ammo (as long as you 
remember to get the bolts back 
from the heads of the corpses). 
I actually found this system of 
shooting and retrieving a little 
fun. It’s too bad you don’t get it 
until you’re two-thirds into the 
game.
The gameplay is pretty 
typical for a first-person 
shooter, you just need to follow 
a compass in the bottom-left 
corner of the screen to get to the 
main objectives. In some areas, 
you find other survivors that 
ask you to find something or 
someone for them. When you 
do, they either come with you, 
or they just stay there waiting 
to die. Whenever you get to 
a new level or area, you need 
to organize your inventory, 
then assign your survivor to 
either get fuel, food, ammo, 
or stay by the car (by the way, 
none of this helps you fight at 
all). Sometimes when you’re 
traveling, your car breaks down 
or you run out of fuel. Almost 
every time this happens, you go 
to the exact same diner or the 
exact same campsite, which gets 
really repetitive and annoying. 
The one aspect of gameplay 
I thought was cool was the 
executions you can use on the 
zombies. If you can sneak up 
behind one, you can pull off 
a pretty badass stab on many 
different places of the head.
The one good thing I got 
from this gaming experience 
was that I was finally inside 
the universe of the increasingly 
awesome show. It even had 
the cast members playing their 
roles, Norman Reedus as Daryl 
and Michael Rooker as Merle. 
While it does take place before 
the events of the show, it’s still 
good to be there. If you like 
watching AMC’s Walking Dead, 
I’d say pick this game up, but 
not until the price goes way 
down.
Subpar ‘Survival Instincts’ of ‘The Walking Dead’
The Walking Dead: Survival Instincts | Screenshot courtesy of www.videogamer.com
Pretty Little Liars | Photo courtesy of www.fanpop.com
An introduction to ‘Pretty Little Liars’
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Getting in the 
headspace to optimize 
your workspace
By Sophie Isbister, 
Life & Style Editor
They say your house is a reflection of your state of 
mind, and if you’re anything 
like me at this point in the 
semester, then both of those 
spaces are probably in a state of 
overflowing chaos. I frequently 
find myself storming around 
my apartment, looking for 
this paper or that book, only 
to find the errant item in some 
obscure place like a Starbucks 
bag next to my toaster. Regular 
decluttering is a great way to 
bring order to the madness, 
create a harmonious work space, 
and maybe cling to those few 
remaining shreds of sanity. 
Even if you still live with 
your parents or have minimal 
space to declutter, the following 
tips will get you motivated to 
carve out an optimal personal 
space just in time for the 
oncoming onslaught of exams.
The “one in, one out” rule
This rule helps you avoid 
collecting too much stuff in 
the first place. For every item 
you acquire (tacky mug, tank 
top, highlighter), get rid of 
something you already have. It 
can also be turned into the “one 
in, two out” rule, which works 
particularly well with books—at 
the recent Event magazine book 
sale, I bought four novels, a 
purchase I justified by bringing 
back eight novels to donate the 
next day. Everybody wins!
Force it!
The fastest way to get myself 
to clean my kitchen is to invite 
someone over for coffee. After 
extending the invitation, I have 
a few hours to get the dishes 
done, counters wiped, and that 
week-old pot of Kraft Dinner 
incinerated. Nothing puts a fire 
under my butt like the potential 
shaming of my peers. If you’re 
the same, a good way to get 
things tidy is to plan a study 
night, invite all your friends, 
and clean up the evidence of 
your slovenliness. 
Make no excuses
My mom came up with this 
particular gem: “Let it go, let it 
go, let it go,” sung to the tune 
of “Let It Snow.” Dance around 
your house singing those few 
simple words while you cut 
the excess. Donate things you 
don’t need, and don’t be slowed 
down by excuses like, “I need to 
wait until I have time to sell my 
DVDs on Craigslist,” or “Aunt 
Mildred gave me this cardigan 
three Christmases ago, I have to 
keep it.” Just focus on getting 
stuff out the door.
Use the time you 
would otherwise spend 
procrastinating
Everyone procrastinates. This 
is a known part of a student’s 
creative process. Unless you’re 
some kind of superhuman 
school robot, you likely spend 
a decent chunk of your time 
staring at the wall or re-
watching Star Trek: The Next 
Generation on Netflix. So instead 
of doing all that stuff, spend a 
solid hour in a cleaning frenzy. 
Start with your desk and work 
outward; pick a new room 
each day. The rush of activity 
will break up the monotony 
of constant studying, and the 
somewhat meditative process of 
sorting and purging could bring 
on some much-needed academic 
inspiration.
Capitalize on your mood
Stressed about school? Grumpy 
because your umbrella 
flipped inside out and left you 
drenched? Pissed off at how 
goddamn loud everyone is 
in the “Quiet Study Area”? 
Sometimes a bad mood can 
be the exact boost you need to 
spark a healthy purge-a-thon. 
Harness your rage and 
take it out on that poor, 
unsuspecting pile of old 
winter sweaters that’s 
gathering dust in the back 
of your closet. 
The only thing 
more fun than spring 
decluttering is spring 
cleaning. Getting rid of excess 
and organizing what is left 
behind are great things to 
do while you’re gearing 
up for exams. Not only 
will you create some 
much-needed clean 
surfaces, your space 
will be totally primed 
for a dust-every-
corner deep clean 
overhaul—once 
you ace those 
pesky 
exams.
A tidy house, a tidy brain
The ups and downs 
of vegetarianism
By Sonia Panesar, Contributor 
There’s a common misconception that being 
vegetarian means giving up 
foods that are either interesting 
or tasty. While sometimes true, 
vegetarianism is better for your 
health in the long-run. There are 
several kinds of vegetarians—
read ahead to see what their 
diets consist of. 
The most common type of 
vegetarian doesn’t eat meat, 
poultry, or fish. They still eat 
dairy though, including eggs. 
Another commonly known 
vegetarian is a vegan— in 
addition to avoiding meat, 
poultry, and fish, they generally 
don’t consume products that 
come from animals. But why 
are people vegetarians? There 
can be a variety of reasons, such 
as taste preferences, spiritual 
reasons, care for animals, as well 
as for ecological reasons.
Health is a key reason for a 
lot of vegetarians. Vegetarians 
have a lower risk of developing 
heart disease, hypertension, 
obesity, diabetes, and cancers 
such as breast, colorectal, and 
ovarian. Vegetarians have a 
lower rate of these maladies 
because they tend to have 
a diet which is higher in 
fruits, vegetables, and fibre. 
Vegetarians are also more likely 
to have a hormone-free diet, 
as non-vegetarians consume 
meats that may have been 
injected with growth hormones. 
Some animals also have had 
steroids, epinephrine, and stress 
hormones in their blood streams 
which are passed onto the 
humans who eat them. 
Vegetarians tend to have a 
greater life span because their 
bodies don’t have toxins from 
animals in their blood, and 
they consume less animal fat, 
therefore they are less likely to 
have a build up of atheroma, 
also known as artery plaque. 
Several studies suggest that 
vegetarians may live an average 
of four years longer than non-
vegetarians.
However, being a 
vegetarian does have its 
drawbacks. There tends to be 
a lot less variety of food, the 
flavours get old, and your taste 
palate isn’t as broad as that of a 
non-vegetarian. There are also 
some health problems associated 
with vegetarianism, such as 
a deficit of vitamins that are 
not available in plants, grains, 
or dairy. Prudent vegetarians 
tend to take supplements such 
as vitamin B12, vitamin D, 
calcium, and zinc. Supplements 
can be avoided if the individual 
makes an effort to balance their 
diet and ensure that they are 
receiving all the nutrients they 
need to nourish their bodies.
Being a healthy vegetarian 
is possible. Choose whole-grain 
products instead of white bread 
or refined grains. Don’t turn 
to sugary, high-energy foods. 
If you want to satisfy a sweet 
tooth, choose fruits instead. 
Don’t limit your taste buds—
explore by trying foods that 
belong to different cultures. 
Plan your meals for the week, 
or create a menu for yourself. 
Make sure you eat everything in 
moderation; try going for low-
fat varieties or non-fat varieties. 
Most importantly: don’t let 
anyone bring you down, or let 
anyone discourage you.
Vegging out!
Photo courtesy of Canadian Veggie (Flickr)
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By Viv Steele, 
Sex Correspondent
I didn’t think I was making too much of a splash when I 
tweeted a photo of my pedicure 
that I took on Instagram. But 
then the re-tweets started 
happening, just a few, but from 
people I didn’t know whose 
Twitter feeds were entirely full 
of re-tweeted photos of women’s 
pedicures. These Twitter feeds 
are an example of what I’ve 
come to call “fetish collections,” 
and they are increasingly more 
apparent on a variety of social 
media outlets. 
Fetish collections can be 
found elsewhere on social 
media, like Tumblr or Facebook, 
but most notably on the photo 
sharing site Flickr. I spoke 
with Jhayne Holmes, a local 
photographer and long-time 
user of Flickr, about this new 
social media phenomenon: 
“I’ve had people ‘creeping’ my 
images for almost as long as I’ve 
had a Flickr account, since 2004 
or 2005.” 
Flickr is a website where 
users can upload and share 
photos with their friends and 
family. Users upload photos 
such as foot shots (new shoes, 
pedicures) that seem innocuous, 
but can be added to ‘groups’ 
by any member of the site, 
including fetishists who trawl 
for the kind of images that pique 
their interest. Holmes tells me 
that even the most mundane 
of subjects are targeted and 
can be made pornographic, 
such as stockings, freckles, 
collarbones, and even something 
as ubiquitous as denim. Holmes 
adds that “The theme is 
specificity. They don’t care the 
context of the photo, as long as it 
contains their particular trigger.” 
The vast majority of the time, 
the photo is of a woman.
So what do fetish collectors 
mean for people who just 
want to use the website for 
its intended purpose? Is it 
necessarily a bad thing if people 
collect your photos for their own 
pleasure? You could say that 
easy access to massive amounts 
of photos of ordinary people, 
combined with a simple tagging 
system and an interface that 
makes it easy to browse photos, 
makes for a hotbed of activity 
for collectors.
I felt a little strange when 
my toes caught some attention 
on Twitter. The photo alone 
wasn’t  pornographic—at least 
its intent wasn’t, but perhaps its 
eventual purpose was. I chose to 
just ignore it, but Holmes spoke 
to me about her experiences 
dealing with collectors: 
“Whenever someone adds me 
on Flickr or I see that someone 
has batch added my photos to 
their favourites and I can see a 
suspicious theme, I investigate.” 
More often than not, her 
suspicions are confirmed, and 
she ends up blocking the person. 
“They can still see my pictures,” 
Holmes adds, “but [they] can no 
longer interact with them in any 
way, nor can they contact me 
again.”
“I think the Internet has 
revolutionized a lot of things, 
with kink being one of them, 
but I feel that people who are 
on Flickr for sexual purposes 
are misusing the site, like 
people who save photos of their 
friends from Facebook for their 
spank banks,” says Holmes. I’m 
inclined to agree—while I am 
pro-sex and pro-kink, I’m also 
pro-consent, and when people 
don’t consent to having their 
images coopted by a stranger’s 
sexual gaze, there is a dangerous 
victimization and objectification. 
Holmes adds to this: “I feel 
that we should have the right 
to exist online without sexual 
harassment, and as soon as they 
involve anyone else (without 
permission) in their sexual 
exploration, there’s a victim.”
Between  the Sheets: Flickr, fetishes, and photo collecting
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
We’ve all been there. One moment you’re happily 
munching away on a piece 
of pizza and the next, your 
delicious slice of sustenance 
has taken an unfortunate 
fall to the floor. You have to 
think fast at that point. Are 
you going to snatch it up, 
simultaneously throwing away 
any chance you thought you 
might have with that cute 
girl across the room? Or call a 
spade a spade and give up the 
pizza as a lost cause?
If you chose the first 
option, props to you for your 
devotion to food. But you’ve 
made the wrong decision: 
the five-second rule is, sadly, 
nothing more than a hopeful 
myth. Food left on the floor 
for five seconds can pick up 
anywhere from 150 to 8,000 
bacteria. The only truth to 
the myth seems to be that 
the faster you recover said 
dropped food, the less bacteria 
will have accumulated 
(apparently that figure 
increases tenfold if left for a 
full minute).
Think it’s alright just 
because the floor looks clean 
and dry? Think again. A study 
by the University of Arizona 
revealed that approximately 
90 per cent of shoes have fecal 
matter on them. It’s all about 
sole.
While there may be some 
truth to the theory that eating 
food off of the floor helps build 
one’s immune system, that’s 
no excuse to put the janitor’s 
skills to the ultimate test. You 
drop it, you bye it.
Healthy Hints: Don’t take five
Photo  courtesy of niXerKG (Flickr)
Flickr feet
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Your bi-weekly dose 
of sartorial snippets
By Savis Irandoost, Contributor, 
and Sophie Isbister, Life & Style 
Editor
This week on Style Roundup, Savis 
and Sophie look at ways you can 
add colour to your spring wardrobe 
to keep looking as fresh as possible. 
We look at beauty product trends 
in nails and hair, colour-pop 
accessories, and introduce you to 
the colour of 2013. 
Pop out of the norm
When it comes to creating 
a look, any glam gal knows 
that accessories are your best 
friend. I spend more money 
a year on accessories than I 
do on actual clothes. Clothes 
can only get you so far, while 
accessories polish your look 
and make you stand out. The 
mother of all accessories is the 
statement piece, which can be 
a big, bold piece of jewellery, a 
funky shoe, or any other bold 
and bright accessory item. A 
personal favourite of mine is a 
pop of colour on an otherwise 
neutral outfit. I usually go 
with an all-black outfit and 
wear a bright lipstick, purse, 
or shoe—try fuchsia, royal 
purple, deep green, or azure. 
Colours, while not necessary, 
can be especially inspiring for 
spring. Gold and silver jewellery 
work as a statement piece as 
well. Trending right now in the 
market are clunky necklaces and 
we’re loving it! Whether you go 
for colour or metallic, accentuate 
your amazing fashion sense 
by drawing attention to your 
statement piece! 
Chalk: it’s not just for 
sidewalks
Are you a hair colour 
commitment-phobe looking for 
a way to spice up your locks 
without investing in toxic bleach 
and dye? Look no further than 
hair chalk! It’s exactly what it 
sounds like—blocks of coloured 
chalk that you rub onto strands 
of your hair for fun, low-impact 
streaks. The chalk comes in 
bright hues like pink, orange, 
and purple and can usually 
be found in specialty makeup 
stores and hair salons. Try to 
pick up chalk specifically for 
hair—while you can use your 
little brother’s sidewalk chalk 
for a similar effect, the kind that 
is specifically made for hair will 
be brighter, less damaging, and 
will wash out easier. Concerned 
that your hair might be too dark 
for the colours to show up? I 
asked my brunette bombshell 
bestie Sharon Miki how she gets 
the chalk to stay in her trendy 
tresses—she says to straighten 
the strand of hair, rub the chalk 
on while it’s still warm, then 
spray it with hairspray. Repeat 
until you achieve desired 
saturation! 
Shellacin’ Around
Tired of doing your nails just 
to have them chip a day later? 
Do you want the brightest of 
bright awesome colours at your 
disposal? Do you want a shine 
and thickness to your polish that 
can’t be replicated with anything 
else? Then you probably want 
Shellac. It baffles me how few 
women know about Shellac 
nails. It’s been around for a 
while, with an ever-growing fan 
base. Shellac is a nail lacquer, 
somewhere between gel nail 
polish and regular nail polish. 
It’s a trademarked formula that 
is only sold at specialty beauty 
suppliers. The polish itself is 
more expensive and requires a 
few other items like bond aid, 
shellac base coat, and shellac 
top coat—most people go to a 
salon to get Shellac. Your nails 
can be super short and it’ll still 
look great. Shellac lasts two to 
three weeks, way longer than 
a regular manicure, and it is 
virtually impossible to chip—it 
even needs to be soaked off 
with acetone. The one thing 
that keeps us glamazons from 
doing our own Shellac nails 
on a regular basis is that the 
polish requires an ultraviolet 
light to activate and set. Mini 
UV lights are hard to find and 
expensive, but are becoming 
more accessible. Until then, I’ll 
settle for the nail parlor! 
Emerald city
Pantone, the pigment 
company that sells colours to 
the entire fashion industry, 
has scientifically deemed 
emerald green the colour of 
2013. Remember 2012? When 
you couldn’t walk down the 
street without seeing someone 
wearing the bright orange 
that Pantone called Tangerine 
Tango? That was the colour 
last year. Pantone determines 
the colour of the year based 
on their industry sales, so 
when they say the colour is 
emerald, be prepared to see this 
manifest in countless items at 
the mall. Described by Pantone 
as “Lively. Radiant. Lush… A 
color of elegance and beauty 
that enhances our sense of well-
being, balance, and harmony,” 
emerald is great in accessories: 
belts, bags, shoes, headbands, 
or even earrings. It’s also a 
great colour for eye makeup. 
An emerald shadow or liner can 
make brown eyes stand out, and 
you’re sure to find several great 
options of this trending colour at 
Sephora.
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Chalking and nails photos courtesy of www.kandeej.com  and www.heoddsaregood-c.blogspot.ca 

By Sharon Miki, Editor in Chief
Imagine walking through the familiar hallways of your old 
high school. You see the dusty 
classrooms where you sweated 
through exams in, the worn 
lockers that once contained your 
personal treasures, and the shiny 
trophies you fought hard for on 
the field. Sufficiently filled with 
yearbook-esque nostalgia? Now 
imagine re-visiting those same 
hallways, but this time armed 
with guns and ammo amidst a 
hail of gunfire. 
Are you excited, or horrified? 
This is the situation faced by 
former Port Moody Secondary 
School (PMSS) students in the 
wake of recent controversy over 
the release of a detailed virtual re-
creation of their school—as a map 
for the first-person shooter game.
The source of the controversy 
is a preview of a virtual map of 
PMSS made for the tactical game 
Counter-Strike: Source. Counter-
Strike, which has gone through 
a number of iterations over the 
past decade, is a team-based 
social game where players take 
the role of either terrorists or 
anti-terrorists with the mission of 
eliminating each other. One of the 
features of Counter-Strike is that 
game developers (and fans with 
developer skills) are able to create 
their own virtual environments 
in which the game can be played, 
called “maps”—which is exactly 
what the PMSS Counter-Strike 
creators did.
A preview of the map 
released last week on YouTube 
shows a detailed rendering of 
the local school, panning from 
the building’s stony exterior 
architecture to its trademark 
rainbow lockers inside. The 
preview shows astonishing detail 
and effort, even going so far as to 
show a banner proudly bearing 
the school’s name.
“Thousands of hours were 
spent in development to create 
an accurate, to-scale, digital 
replication of the school,” 
explained one former-PMSS 
student who worked on the 
creation of the game in a 
statement. 
The map is indeed incredibly 
lifelike and accurate. This true-to-
life quality, however, takes a turn 
that is unsettling for some when 
it begins to integrate the Counter-
Strike aspects of shooting and 
bloodshed, as representations of 
players move around the school 
shooting each other down. In the 
wake of a growing number of 
fatal school shootings in recent 
years, the setting of the map has 
caused an uproar of reactions. 
Is depicting shooting sprees 
in real school environments a 
legitimate artistic expression in 
an era of life-like gaming, or is 
it a sensationalist exhibition of 
dangerous violent tendencies?
Among former PMSS 
students, for whom the map is 
a blast from the real-life past, 
reactions to the game map are 
mixed.
“In the light of recent gun 
violence, there is something really 
scary about someone turning a 
school (whether it be my school, 
or any school, really) shooting 
into a game,” said PMSS graduate 
Alex Mierke-Zatwarnicki, who 
noted that her initial reaction 
to the video was of “shock and 
disgust.”
On the contrary, another 
PMSS alumnus, Haider Navani, 
viewed the game as an innocent 
creative endeavour. “I saw [the 
map as] a popular game that 
many Port Moody Secondary 
students played, offered in an 
environment they were familiar 
with.”
Indeed, it seems that the 
familiarity of the location is 
one of the major causes of both 
appeal and repulsion to the 
game—and part of its genesis. In 
their statement, the developers 
stressed the specifics of PMSS 
as a major purpose for the 
map’s creation. “[The map’s] 
architecture and design is rather 
ideal for the game’s tactics. 
Furthermore, this is a location we 
are quite familiar with already. 
Additionally, supporters and 
fellow alumni are also likely 
familiar with this location, 
which makes it an ideal common 
ground for this game and its 
intended audience.”
In interviews, supporters 
of the map stressed the value 
to gamers of having intimate 
knowledge on an environment—
not for violent purposes, but 
for enhanced gameplay. Joel 
McCarthy, a 2008 graduate 
of PMSS, echoed Navani’s 
admiration of the game as a 
creative and technical pursuit, 
and for the value of its location 
for improving gameplay: “I saw 
the novelty of playing a video 
game in a location that I knew 
well and thought [the map] had 
an interesting concept. I find 
when I play first-person shooter 
games, the hard-core players 
know the maps so intimately 
that it’s hard for me to compete 
and I’m sometimes turned off of 
playing because of that.”
Others, like 22-year-old Joel 
MacKenzie, disagree with the 
necessity of setting the map at 
a school as a way of evoking 
the familiar for gamers. “[In 
their statement, the developers] 
argued that they wanted a 
map of a familiar setting; it 
goes without saying that there 
are countless other familiar, 
less controversial places they 
could have chosen.” MacKenzie, 
once an avid first-person gamer 
himself, went on to argue that 
the location of the map pushes 
the game into a new and 
disturbing arena. “[T]his map 
puts violence in a children’s 
setting, where strikingly similar 
violence has taken place in the 
past. It’s unnecessary. It seems 
purposefully offensive, in a way 
that’s so obvious it hardly needs 
to be mentioned.”
Whether or not they believe 
that setting the map at a school 
is ingenious or in poor taste, a 
larger question for many is if 
first-person shooter games, like 
Counter-Strike, have a negative 
impact on gamers—and if further 
connecting this violence to real 
life is dangerous. Does virtual 
impact reality?
“I do feel there is a 
connection between violent video 
games and real-life violence,” 
said MacKenzie. “Modern first-
person shooters are incredibly 
realistic, and pair heightened, 
personal emotions with violence. 
This doesn’t mean that these 
games create killers, but they 
do encourage more aggression 
in general. At the same time, 
I feel that it would be naive 
to eliminate violent video 
games completely: people 
are intrinsically interested in 
violence, as reflected in the 
continuous pattern of violence 
from ancient stories until now.”
Mierke-Zatwarnicki, now a 
political science student at the 
University of British Columbia, 
stated slightly different concerns: 
“One of the main issues for me 
was less that it would cause an 
individual to become violent, 
but more that if there already 
is someone at Port Moody who 
is considering taking a violent 
stand, this type of simulation 
could serve as a practicing 
ground for them and amplify the 
sheer amount of risk they might 
pose. I know it is all hypothetical, 
but the potential is there.”
Still, the map’s creators 
stressed their belief in the 
separation between violent games 
and real-life violence: “We... think 
that players of this map and 
games like this will be sufficiently 
mature to realize that the degrees 
of freedom allotted to you in the 
virtual realm do not extend to 
your rights in reality.” 
Regardless of the developers’ 
intentions, the Port Moody 
Secondary School Counter-Strike 
map preview has undeniably 
caused an uproar in the Tri-Cities 
community, as well as on both 
social media and on major news 
outlets. With the abundance 
of attention, largely negative, 
towards the project, one can’t 
help but wonder whether the 
developers’ attitudes towards 
their work have changed. 
According to their statement, 
they stand by their work.
“[T]here is no malicious 
intent behind this production to 
any actual school property, nor 
any actual persons associated 
with the school. We also believe 
that we are not violating any 
laws. We have confirmation from 
local law enforcement that we 
have done nothing illegal.”
Whether or not the Port 
Moody Secondary School 
Counter-Strike map is ever 
released to use, the aftermath of 
this preview shows that gaming 
is not always play for everyone.
Online re-creation of local secondary 
school in first-person shooter video game 
stirs questions of where virtual violence 
meets reality
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A communication crutch
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
The wonderful world of entertainment has created a 
fictional place we can all live in. 
Sadly though, the matrix of our 
lives takes place not with Neo, 
but in the real world. 
It might seem contradictory 
arguing against movie and 
television references by using 
one myself, but I just wanted 
to give an example of their 
effectiveness—or lack thereof. 
A big mistake is assuming 
everybody has the same taste 
and entertainment memory as 
you do. Since Seinfeld ended 
and The Simpsons did whatever 
it did, there hasn’t been a 
television show I could reference 
to get my exact point across. I 
try to stay well versed, watching 
a little of this and a little of 
that so I can hold my own in 
conversations, but few others 
do. Most are committed to a 
couple of television shows and 
a limited number of movies. 
Oftentimes, I use a quote and 
end up explaining the concept 
of the scene, the characters, and 
even the whole program itself. 
But worse than having to 
explain a reference is having to 
listen to someone else explain 
one. “Have you seen the episode 
of the Big Bang Theory where…?” 
And I stare at them, my eyes 
glazed over as they try to paint 
the picture of Leonard doing 
something that resembles the 
situation we’re currently in. It’s 
unsettling watching a crowd 
happily discuss a television 
show you have no interest in 
or haven’t caught up on. You 
simply stand at the perimeter, 
lacking interest or fearful that 
your show will be ruined. 
Similar to telling someone 
about your dream, referencing 
a movie the other person 
hasn’t seen isn’t even worth 
talking about. Sure, it can be 
a nice detour from the normal 
small talk of weather, traffic, 
and work, but like most 
detours, it’s only used when 
something is already broken: the 
conversation. 
Getting a cheap laugh by 
referencing a Family Guy or 
South Park episode seems like 
fun, but the truth is it shows 
people your limited creativity. 
There are people at parties 
who are the centre of attention 
merely for memorizing Peter 
Griffin quotes, but nobody really 
cares about those people or finds 
them interesting. 
If you want to reference 
something, make sure the 
person you are speaking to 
knows about it beforehand. 
If they don’t, don’t bother 
explaining it, because the magic 
is already lost. There is plenty 
to talk about, so don’t go on and 
on trying to describe the blonde 
guy from Clerks. You know… 
urgh… what’s his name? You 
know, you’ve seen it right? Let’s 
move on.
References are a necessity
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
“Or are you here to tell me 
what a bad eugoogoolizer I 
am?” 
“A what?” “A 
eugoogoolizer... one who 
speaks at funerals.”
Those lines are from the 
immortal Zoolander, the deep 
and thought-provoking movie 
that takes a serious look 
into the harsh world of male 
modelling. It’s a great movie 
that everyone has seen and 
loved, and those who haven’t 
should hop to it right away.
 And this brings us 
to the point I have yet to 
mention: there’s nothing 
wrong with bringing up 
movie and TV references in 
conversation. In fact, one could 
comfortably argue that they’re 
integral to maintaining an 
interesting exchange.
 The current age is one 
that is very much in touch 
with visual entertainment. 
Movies and TV shows are 
constantly being downloaded 
and watched on laptops, PVRs 
are filled to capacity with 
fresh episodes, and cinemas 
still manage to get people 
through the doors and in front 
of yet another motion picture. 
If there’s anything that this 
generation knows, it’s those 
magical images that play 
across our various viewing 
platforms. 
 With that in mind, 
it should come as no real 
surprise that a common way 
to relate to others is through 
TV and movie tastes. And 
that leads to—you guessed 
it—references. Whether it’s 
a direct quote or a quick 
parody, people can, do, and 
should work references into 
conversations. They liven up 
chats by providing imagery 
and even shared emotions 
that were experienced whilst 
watching the show or movie. 
They add a whole other 
dimension to a chat. Why plug 
away in 2-D when you can 
have 3-D?
 Not everyone will get 
every allusion, seeing how 
despite the tendency to have 
watching habits that border 
on fanatic, it’s impossible to 
see everything. But that’s a 
good thing. “What you talkin’ 
‘bout, Willis?” No, really, it is. 
In an effort to keep up with 
your tastes/movie lingo, 
people will often check it out 
for themselves. Assuming 
it’s a half-decent program, 
such people will have 
expanded their horizons for 
the better and added another 
conversational tool to their 
arsenal. It shouldn’t be seen as 
an annoyance when the movie-
specific joke that has everyone 
else howling goes clear over 
your head; it should be seen 
as a welcome opportunity 
to see something new and 
worthwhile.
 “That’s gold, Jerry! 
Gold!” I know, I know. While 
not everyone will always share 
your choice in programs, you 
can take consolation in the fact 
that you tried. Also, seriously 
reconsider if they’re worth 
being friends with if they have 
any issues whatsoever with a 
classic like Seinfeld.
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By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
I must confess that, although I work for a school newspaper 
and I ought to be on the up-
and-up for what’s going 
down at Dougie, I’m woefully 
uneducated on the Douglas 
Students’ Union (DSU). I’m 
vaguely aware of the occasional 
sign or stand emblazoned 
with some DSU cause as I 
hurry through the concourse; I 
advocated for the U-Pass; and 
I’m familiar with the recurring 
pub nights. Other than that, my 
DSU knowledge is essentially 
non-existent. They do something, 
and they seem pretty organized 
in doing whatever that is—but 
that something is a question 
mark in my mind. 
Still, as someone who 
counted down the days to her 
18th birthday to get a ballot 
in hand, I generally take note 
when the word “election” starts 
cropping up in conversation. 
It’s my second year at Douglas 
College, and this year’s elections 
are notably different. Namely, 
there is no opposition to the 
current student union party. No 
nail-biting this year, the elections 
will likely result in a landslide 
for the Students United. What 
do Douglas students know 
about the services provided to 
them by their union? And what 
do they think of the lack of 
variety in electoral options? 
Doneli Roman wasn’t 
familiar with the DSU’s services, 
stating, “I haven’t used it very 
often, so I don’t really go there 
often.”
Asked how familiar he is 
with the DSU, Chris Iallonardo 
said that, apart from the Pub 
Nights, “I actually had no clue, 
like, no interaction whatsoever 
with it.”
Orsolya Simon said, “I 
can assume what they do? 
They try to help the students 
out with everything that they 
can.” Simon emphasized the 
need for student awareness in 
this regard, though: taking a 
quick survey of her friends, she 
noted that out of “five students, 
nobody knows what they do.”
Mandeep Singh voiced 
support for the pub nights, and 
said that he appreciated the fact 
that the DSU acts as a voice for 
students. 
Katie Cauldron had great 
things to say about the DSU 
and its services, noting the help 
that she got between them and 
financial aid, and listing DSU 
services like printing, faxing, 
and a food bank.
On the subject of there 
being a single party in the 
elections this year, Iallonardo 
said, “I think it’s just a lack of 
awareness, again. No one puts 
out the effort to go out and 
challenge them. But that would 
be cool if they did.”
With regards to the 
singularity in the voting options 
this year, Simon said, “I think 
that’s weird. I mean, there 
should be opposition, because 
you want more choices.”
Cauldron felt that there 
wasn’t a need for more names 
on the ballots. She said, “I think 
that [the union’s] pretty good. 
I mean, everybody that I’ve 
talked to seems to know the 
school community. They know 
who’s who and what’s what, 
kind of thing. And they reach 
out… I think they’re doing a 
really good job.”
Confession time again: 
I’m relieved that I’m not the 
only one who needs a DSU 
education. I think the lack of 
awareness is partly because the 
DSU services are so diverse—
encompassing clubs, lockers, 
the Women Centre, the Pride 
Collective, and much more—but 
there’s also a distinct shortage 
in student engagement. This 
is understandable considering 
the many aspects of college 
life that have to be juggled; 
adding awareness of union 
responsibilities and activities to 
the mix isn’t exactly appealing.
Nonetheless, the apathy 
should end when deciding who 
will represent us as students. 
There was no opposition to the 
union this year, and hopefully 
that won’t become a pattern in 
Douglas College elections. I’m 
unaware of any glaring issues 
with the current representative 
committee—possibly as a result 
of my lack of awareness—but 
regardless of problems, little will 
change or develop if there is no 
discussion or debate on what’s 
best for students. We need to 
be active in directing our union 
towards services and initiatives 
that are important to us. They 
can’t be our voice if we don’t tell 
them what to say.
Misjudging Playboy 
Bunnies
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
An acquaintance of mine is emphatic in asserting that 
being a Bunny at the Playboy 
Mansion in the ‘60s is the 
pinnacle of the ideal life. This 
always seemed preposterous to 
me; the idea of romanticizing 
a job that values you for your 
appearance—and would be 
quick to devalue you should 
said appearance become less 
than lovely—immediately 
gets my brow a-furrowing 
and my judgment a-jumping. 
Who would want to objectify 
themselves like that, and why 
would a job with such little 
longevity hold any appeal?
Although my apprehension 
about jobs that value appearance 
holds strong, I’ve definitely 
changed my mind about judging 
those whose goal it is to get 
such a job. I was specifically 
off-put by the idealization of 
Bunnies—possibly as a result 
of Hef becoming grosser with 
each additional crease in 
his face, and his long line of 
blondes who never seem to get 
any older than 30—but there’s 
nothing inherently wrong 
with Bunnyhood. To say that 
choosing to be a Bunny isn’t a 
perfectly reasonable goal is to 
say that models shouldn’t want 
to model, or that those who earn 
money for their looks are “just 
a pretty face.” Besides which, 
there’s no justifying a goal: a 
passion’s a passion, and it’s as 
simple as that.
Yet somehow Bunnyhood 
leaves itself open to 
criticism, which is perhaps 
understandable considering its 
history. Playboy has long been 
the subject of controversy for 
its treatment of the Bunnies, 
notably because of an exposé by 
Gloria Steinem. Fifty years ago, 
Gloria Steinem went undercover 
as a Playboy Bunny and wrote 
about her experience. Her tale 
of wearing the tail, titled “I was 
a Playboy Bunny,” recounts 
the interviewing process, her 
transformation into a Bunny, 
and the demanding aspects of 
the job. There were demerits 
for messy hair, missing a 
makeup appointment, eating 
while on the job, or calling 
the room director by his first 
name. Private detectives were 
reportedly hired by the club to 
check women for heels that were 
too low (a minimum of three 
inches), crooked or unmatched 
ears, and “tails in good order” 
(and a difficult feat it must 
have been to keep that tail in 
order—it was apparently a 
customer favourite to tweak it). 
Despite being promised $200 per 
week, the pay was often much 
lower, and the tips earned went 
directly to management.
Compare Playboy to the 
Lingerie Football League (LFL): 
the LFL is frequently under fire, 
and rightfully so, because of 
the ways in which it exploits 
their football players. Apart 
from the fact that the women 
are required to traipse about 
the football field in lingerie 
and protective gear that might 
as well be a ripped condom, 
the athletes are not financially 
compensated, and their health is 
a backseat consideration to their 
appearance. Perhaps saddest of 
all is that these women want to 
play football, and this is one of 
the few outlets for them to do 
so. 
Bunnyhood isn’t exactly 
the same—the ultimate goal 
for the players in the LFL is 
to play football, whereas a 
part of the goal in being a 
Bunny is assumedly linked 
to appearance—but they’re 
comparable. The Bunnies of the 
‘60s were exploited and treated 
pretty disdainfully because 
it’s easy to take advantage of 
someone when they’re desperate 
to pursue their dream. True, no 
one’s forcing women to play in 
the LFL, just as no one forced 
the ‘60s Bunnies to don their 
tails and ears. Yet if what you 
desperately want—whether 
it’s to play football or to be 
surrounded by glamour and 
sophistication—comes with a 
few G-strings attached, isn’t it 
possible that you’d put up with 
some unpleasantness? Doing so 
shouldn’t make you the object 
of judgment; instead, it should 
encourage sympathy.
I’d been quick to deem 
dreaming of being a Bunny 
as ludicrous, but whatever 
the ultimate goal is, that’s the 
dreamer’s business. Judgment 
should not be on those who 
are pursuing their goals, and 
who are doing so by the means 
necessary and available; instead, 
the focus should be on how 
they’re treated. Obviously if an 
employer is exploitative they 
should be assessed, but there’s 
no reason to pass judgment on 
the employee— especially if 
they’re being exploited.
School of Thought: DSUvengers, reassemble
My hopocrisy 
Yet if what you desperately want—whether it’s to play football 
or to be surrounded by glamour and sophistication—comes with 
a few G-strings attached, isn’t it possible that you’d put up with 
it? Doing so shouldn’t make you the object of judgment; instead, 
it should encourage sympathy.
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‘I will never be good, 
and that’s not bad’
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Self-esteem never stops developing. The people who 
surrounded you growing up, 
who surround you now, and 
who will surround you in the 
future, affect how you view 
yourself. Not only people, but 
the goals you choose to follow 
and how realistic they are will 
also determine your self-esteem. 
How do you feel about yourself 
right now? How did you get to 
that point?
Few people go longer than 
a week without dazing back 
into their childhood. The child 
you were yesterday became the 
child-like adult you are today. 
Were you the sporty kid, now 
athlete? How about the nerd, 
now science major? Maybe 
the class clown turned theatre 
student? It’s unclear how much 
your childhood labels actually 
follow you into adulthood. 
Unfortunately, a popular 
attempt at building children’s 
self-esteem is to encourage them 
to go after a specific title—even 
if it’s something that particular 
child isn’t good at or doesn’t 
care about. For some children, 
this can backfire horribly and 
convince the child they’re not 
actually good at anything. For 
other children, this can also 
backfire, and will convince them 
to be total dicks.
In the same way that an 
insecure child is dependent 
on their peers’ approval, so is 
the overly secure child in that 
they thrive on showing off their 
existent or non-existent talents. 
“Fixed mindset” is a phrase that 
comes into play here; whether 
you’re constantly building 
yourself up or putting yourself 
down, that is your “fixed 
mindset,” and it is something 
that can be repaired over time—
but the key word is ‘time.’
If you take the child who 
supposedly wasn’t good at 
anything, and later learned they 
were actually talented, their 
life has a huge turnaround. But 
if you take the child who was 
supposedly good at everything, 
only to learn they are total dicks, 
then that can completely destroy 
a person’s self-esteem.
The fact that there is only 
a 50 per cent chance of that 
previous over-encouragement 
actually amounting to anything 
(in this scenario) is not 
progressive. We’re all human, 
and what’s more inhumane than 
causing a person’s psyche to 
fall apart? Rather than teachers, 
parents, and friends over-
encouraging children, all they 
need to do is encourage children 
just enough. 
There is a fine line between 
where encouraging a child’s 
growth and development is 
welcome, and where it’s simply 
a bad decision. But rather than 
encourage a child at everything—
since that seems to be what 
backfires most—let the kid find 
themselves. Taking a moment to 
step back and being completely 
uninvolved are not the same 
thing; it’s okay to let a child kick 
a ball around or slap their hands 
in paint without making it the 
biggest deal in the world.
A phrase that haunts me to 
this day is, “You’re so good at 
that,” as quoted by too many 
members of my family. If it 
turned out I had actually been 
good at whatever putting Mega 
Bloks together in a circular 
shape amounts to, I wouldn’t 
be here writing this article. 
If anything, I’d probably be 
shitting all over someone else’s 
day because I would supposedly 
be better than them. “You’re 
so good at that” or “You can 
do it” needs to stop being said 
so often, and be replaced with, 
“Give it a try.”
How much is too much self-esteem?
Are you really in control?
The actuality behind 
your free will and you
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
The idea of being in control of your life and where it will 
go is attractive. Surely we feel in 
control; not many people would 
openly say that they aren’t—
unless you ask someone who 
is being tortured. For the most 
part, we all believe that we’re 
exercising free will over our 
lives. But we’re not. 
We don’t have the control 
we believe we have. You may 
be thinking of a lot of counter-
arguments right now. You may 
be reading this article while on a 
school campus, having made the 
decision yourself to be where 
you are. But if you stop and 
ask why you are here and what 
led you to choose this path, it 
becomes difficult to answer. 
Staying on the example of 
our chosen scholarly path, let’s 
say you’re studying biology 
because you enjoy it. Why do 
you enjoy it? Once you remove 
all of the factors, it becomes 
apparent that perhaps we are 
not in control. A lot of what we 
enjoy and prefer seems to be out 
of our control.
We are who we are for many 
reasons. Where we are born and 
who we are born to determines a 
lot of how our futures will turn 
out. We have no say in this. In 
essence, the biggest and most 
valuable lottery is the one that 
determines where you are born 
and to whom. 
As infants, it’s pretty 
obvious that we don’t have a 
lot of free will. Our parents, 
stomachs, and diapers dictate 
much of what happens to us, but 
does this change when we are 
able to walk and talk?
On the contrary, the older 
we get, the more evidence can 
be gathered to indicate how 
little control we have over our 
lives. Our thoughts, feelings, 
and actions may be seen as 
carefully calculated actions 
undertaken by intelligent beings 
but, scientifically, it’s just brain 
chemicals bouncing around in 
our heads telling us what feels 
good and what doesn’t. 
If you want to test this, go 
take some sort of drug, such as 
MDMA, and see what you do. 
Chances are your actions will be 
much different from what you 
would normally be doing. If we 
have free will, why is it then 
that people do things that they 
regret while under the influence 
of certain drugs? It’s because 
the drugs influence your brain 
chemicals, which then alter your 
decisions and thoughts.  
Our brains are what control 
us. It’s the most important organ 
in the body and there’s still a 
lot we don’t know about it. I 
know that it creates the illusion 
of control, but if that were the 
case then people wouldn’t 
get addicted to cocaine and 
McDonald’s. The brain controls 
us, not the other way around. 
It sounds rather silly to state 
that we are at the mercy of our 
brains and have no control over 
anything. Nothing 
is black and white, 
and I’m not trying 
to say that life is like 
an ‘N Sync music 
video where we’re 
all marionettes. I’m 
simply saying that we 
don’t have as much say 
in the outcome of our 
lives as we would hope. 
There is a famous 
quote from H. Jackson 
Brown Jr. that says, 
“When you can’t 
change the direction 
of the wind—adjust 
your sails.” Perhaps it’s 
not worth fretting over 
how things will end up, 
because whatever is 
happening to you is just 
the way it is, and perhaps 
that’s the way it’s meant 
to be. 
Unfortunately, a popular attempt at building children’s 
self-esteem is to encourage them to go after a specific title—even 
if it’s something that particular child isn’t good at or doesn’t care 
about. For some children, like myself, this can backfire horribly 
and convince the child they’re not actually good at anything. For 
other children, this can also backfire, and will convince them to 
be total dicks.
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Growing pains
By Elliot Chan, Staff Writer
On Sunday, March 17, the Buffalo Sabres benched 
26-year-old Patrick Kaleta 
after he served his five-game 
suspension. Irritated about 
being a healthy scratch and 
his team’s under achievement, 
Kaleta spoke with the media 
before the game against the 
Washington Capitals. 
“They don’t need me right 
now, I guess. I’ve been pissed 
off watching for the past couple 
weeks,” said Kaleta. “No matter 
if you’re a fan or a player, you 
guys know what’s going on. 
You should be pissed off. You 
should play with a little piss and 
vinegar. You shouldn’t be happy. 
We’re not in position we want to 
be in. We have to work harder, 
come in, and do something 
about it.” 
Ryan Miller, Buffalo’s 
goaltender, was not pleased by 
his teammate’s comments after 
losing 5–3. “That’s just drama 
and he needs to just grow up,” 
said Miller. “He doesn’t have 
to go to you guys and say that 
stuff. I’m addressing it now and 
I’ll go and talk to him about it. 
There’s no reason to say that.”
Dressing room conflicts are 
a common aspect of sports. But 
are peer disciplines helpful for 
team and player development? 
Miller is a well-respected leader, 
but when it comes down to 
it, he has no great superiority 
over Kaleta. They might as well 
be two co-workers in an office 
firm bickering over sales. Two 
wrongs don’t make a right. 
Although Kaleta should have 
sucked up his pride when 
benched, Miller should also 
know his role, which is to 
stop pucks, not authorize 
his teammates’ 
comments.  
Relocation is 
an easier solution 
to resolution. 
If you’re not a 
good teammate, 
you’re a good 
opponent. 
Kaleta’s 
negative 
comments 
toward his 
teammates might have just 
bought him a trip out of Buffalo, 
but with the way things are 
looking, that might be exactly 
what he wanted. 
The game is full of selfish 
players, but their dirty laundry 
doesn’t need to be aired out 
for the public to see. We 
don’t notice the problems 
occurring behind the scenes 
of our favourite restaurants, 
our local market, or even our 
classrooms. Not everyone reacts 
obediently to judgment and 
helpful criticism; sometimes 
those guiding actions can cause 
a defiant reaction. 
On the same night as Miller 
and Kaleta’s war of words, 
Nashville Predators’ forward 
Sergei Kostitsyn lost control of 
a puck during a game against 
the Edmonton Oilers. The 
play caused an odd man 
rush heading the opposite 
direction, and instead of 
chasing after the opposition, 
Kostitsyn opted for a line 
change. The Nashville 
bench was livid with his 
indolence and he knew 
it. “I made a mistake. I 
went to change, I should 
have back-checked, but 
didn’t see the second 
guy was coming 
there,” said 
Kostitsyn after 
the 3–2 loss. 
“Even if it 
was a 
one-
on-one, I should go back, it 
doesn’t matter if I was tired. 
I should have gone back and 
pressured him from behind.”
Hockey is a team sport, and 
it requires players to take onus 
of their own actions, whether it 
is on or off the ice. It might seem 
like a good strategy to point the 
finger and command someone 
to do better, but pointing out 
errors is counterproductive. 
Growth comes from 
communication and 
trust, and no team 
will fully develop by 
playing the blame 
game .
Are athletes helping teammates by pointing fingers?
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By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Last Monday, I made a pitch at The Other Press meeting to 
write about how the Canucks’ 
head coach Alain Vigneault and 
general manager Mike Gillis’ 
jobs were in jeopardy over the 
team’s recent performance. A 
day later, the Canucks beat the 
St. Louis Blues on home ice, 
3–2. Two days after, that they 
took down the Phoenix Coyotes 
in Arizona, 2–1. Vigneault and 
Gillis can consider themselves 
safe... for now.
It seems a little absurd to 
consider firing Vigneault or 
Gillis at this point in the season. 
After all, the Canucks are fifth 
in the Western Conference with 
a 15–9–6 record and 36 points. 
Considering they’re tied for the 
Northwest Division lead with 
the Minnesota Wild in terms 
of points, I’d say they’re doing 
pretty decent. But this team is 
supposed to be a Stanley Cup 
contender. It was only two years 
ago that they lost in game seven 
of the Stanley Cup finals to the 
Boston Bruins. Coming off of 
two consecutive years where 
they captured the Presidents’ 
Trophy, as the team who finishes 
the regular season with the 
most amount of points in the 
league, it makes you think 
“What happened this year?” 
The season isn’t over, and there 
is still a considerable amount of 
hockey left, but when you look 
at the Canucks, do you really 
think this squad can go all the 
way? 
When you take a look at 
why the Canucks haven’t been 
dominating the league this year, 
it all falls under the bench-boss 
and the main-man in the press 
box. You can argue that Gillis 
is the culprit to blame over 
Vigneault; he hasn’t done a 
whole lot for the organization 
since the run to the Cup Final 
in 2011. In fact, he’s arguably 
made the team worse. Gillis 
didn’t re-sign defensemen 
Christian Ehrhoff after losing 
to Boston—who played a vital 
role on the Canucks’ blue line 
scoring 44 points in his first 
season as a Canuck in the 
2009–10 season (14 goals, 30 
assists) and 50 points in his last 
season (14 goals, 36 assists). If 
that wasn’t bad enough, Gillis 
let fan favourite Sami Salo walk 
this past offseason because of his 
rule of “no signing players once 
they’re 37,” because they’re, 
“too risky.” Even though the 
right-handed juggernaut—who 
has one of the hardest one-timer 
slapshots in the game—tallied 
25 points (nine goals, 19 assists) 
including seven power play 
goals last season. 
Some of Gillis’ other 
highlights include acquiring 
defensemen Keith Ballard in a 
package deal that saw prospect 
Michael Grabner move on. 
Grabner instantly became a hit 
on Long Island with a breakout 
season, scoring 34 goals and 18 
assists in 76 games—a year after 
he scored just five goals and 
six assists with the Canucks in 
20 games. Ballard on the other 
hand went from being a top-
four, 30 point average/season 
defensemen to being a healthy 
scratch in the Canucks lineup 
who has amassed a total of 15 
points in his last three seasons 
combined.
Gillis also went out and got 
David Booth from the Florida 
Panthers last year—who had 
a career-high 31 goals and 60 
points in the 2008–09 season—in 
hopes of bolstering the team’s 
offence. So far the winger 
has three points in 12 games 
this season. Not to mention 
the infamous trade of Cody 
Hodgson to the Buffalo Sabres 
in exchange for Zack Kassian 
and the off-season signing of 
defensemen Jason Garrison—
who is struggling to fit in with 
only seven points this season 
after a 33-point year with the 
Panthers. 
The one piece that is playing 
in favour of Gillis right now is 
the fact that he still has two top-
notch starting goaltenders in 
his lineup: Roberto Luongo and 
Cory Schneider. But one of these 
guys has got to go soon. With 
Luongo tied up at 10 more years 
in his contract at a hefty price, a 
lot of teams have lost interest in 
the expensive stopper. Schneider 
has two more years left at $4 
million a season, which is a very 
reasonable price considering 
his calibre of status between-
the-pipes. This move will be 
the toughest one yet for Gillis 
in a hockey-mad city, a move 
which will affect the Canucks 
organization for years to come.
On the other side of the 
hot seat sits Coach Vigneault. 
Currently in his seventh season 
as the boss-behind-the-bench, 
Vigneault has led his team to 
two consecutive Presidents’ 
Trophies, a Stanley Cup 
appearance, five Northwest 
Division titles, and six playoff 
appearances. His 302–164–56 
record with the Canucks makes 
him the number one ranked 
coach in franchise history with 
302 wins, surpassing former 
leader Marc Crawford’s 246.
An exceptional resumé to 
boot, Vigneault has identified 
himself as one of the best at his 
job in this league. But when you 
look at the players that have 
gone in and out of the Canucks 
lineup, it seems they were more 
successful on other teams. Gillis 
has done his part in bringing in 
the goods (with the exception 
of Hodgson for Kassian), but 
those goods have not met their 
potential—the aforementioned 
Ballard, Garrison, Booth, etc. 
The recent slump before the 
Canucks’ last two wins was 
near to hitting rock-bottom. The 
Canucks power play is ranked 
29th in the league at a terrible 
13.3 per cent and their penalty 
kill is ranked 16th at 80.7 per 
cent. This is after finishing 
fourth and sixth on the power 
play and penalty kill last season. 
Vigneault is accountable to both 
of these team statistics—you 
just can’t win hockey games 
with poor special teams. 
Perhaps having the same coach 
for seven years is too long for 
this Canucks team. Maybe the 
answer lies with another coach.
Vigneault’s impressive 
history with the team means 
he’s safe for at least the rest 
of the regular season. If the 
Canucks have another early-
round exit in the post-season or 
don’t qualify for the playoffs, 
then expect a new boss come 
next fall. Gillis is safer than 
Vigneault at this point for 
bringing in potential players to 
this Canucks lineup—for at least 
a season or two, anyways. 
Alain Vigneault | www.news.hockeydraft.ca
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NFL rule changes
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
The NFL recently made changes to the rule book, 
causing a buzz in the process, 
but simultaneously taking great 
strides in advancing player 
safety. The most prominent 
change is that ball carriers can 
no longer drive the crown of 
their helmet into a defender in 
the open field, but peel-back 
blocks and the tuck rule were 
also eliminated.
While many hard-nosed 
runners were immediately up 
in arms about the new rule 
restricting the use of their 
helmets, the owners were 
decidedly on the other side of 
the coin, with the vote finishing 
at 31–1—Cincinnati being the 
lone team to vote against the 
change. Browns’ running back 
Trent Richardson felt that he 
was the reason for the change, 
“I feel like I made it bad for 
all the backs. I feel like it’s my 
fault. People keep telling me it’s 
the T-Rich rule. I guess I made 
history today.” Richardson 
was involved in a monstrous 
collision last year with the 
Eagles’ Kurt Coleman that the 
Philly safety saw the worst of, 
his helmet flying some 15 yards 
after Richardson bulldozed into 
Coleman head first. The young 
back had a slightly threatening 
quote for the league though: 
“Most likely I’m going to be 
the one getting all the fines and 
all the penalties…I just can’t 
change the way I play the game. 
I’ll still play me. I’ll still play the 
way I play. I’m going to try to be 
as safe as I can, but I’m going to 
protect myself first. I know there 
are a lot of runners that feel 
the way I feel.” Essentially, he 
doesn’t care that plays similar to 
the one with Coleman will draw 
a 15-yard penalty and possibly a 
fine; he’ll do it anyway.
For those who are taking 
shots at the change, saying 
the NFL is destroying the 
game, remember the popular 
line brought up by Steelers’ 
President Art Rooney: “Jim 
Brown never lowered his head.” 
The helmet is not a weapon, 
nor should it be used as one. I 
love watching a defender get 
flattened just as much as the 
next guy, but when players 
are stronger and more athletic, 
the injuries sustained from 
such blows can be serious. Yes, 
lowering the helmet does help 
backs defend themselves, no one 
is arguing that point, but this is 
just about being one-on-one in 
the open field; driving forward 
with the helmet in the tackle box 
still appears to be legal.
In the name of player safety, 
the peel-back block has been 
removed completely from the 
game. Formerly, players could 
still turn back to their own goal 
line and take out their man 
low so long as they were in the 
tackle box, but now even that 
has been taken out. After gross 
injuries such as Brian Cushing’s, 
it was just a matter of time until 
the NFL cracked down on the 
cheap shots offensive linemen 
were taking on defenseless 
players. As any sane person 
would expect, there hasn’t been 
any real opposition on this one.
The last notable change is 
the dismissal of the infamous 
“Tuck Rule” that was key in the 
Patriots win over the Oakland 
Raiders in a 2002 playoff game. 
From now on, any quarterback 
who fumbles the football as 
he’s trying to bring it back into 
his body will actually fumble 
the football. This should have 
been done a long, long time ago. 
Needless to say, the Patriots 
abstained from voting on the 
rule.
There will always be folks 
taunting the league about 
player safety rules and the 
mocked change to the NFFL 
(National Flag Football League), 
but it’s the right move. Is our 
entertainment really worth 
cutting short men’s lives or 
severely limiting their quality of 
life? Of course not.
Tucked away
For those who are taking shots at the change, saying the NFL 
is destroying the game, remember the popular line brought up 
by Steelers’ President Art Rooney: “Jim Brown never lowered his 
head.
Trent Richardson | Photo courtesy of Tom Uhlman/AP
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Royals Roundup
The Jock Trap: 
What is your favourite basketball team and why?
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
Jesse Stamberg
Third-year, University Transfer Business
I hate the [Boston] Celtics. I would say the 
[Indiana] Pacers right now just because the 
youth on the team and they’re not really 
a team that consists of natural all-stars. 
People that were like number one, like 
LeBron James and [players] like that. No 
trade controversies and they weren’t ever 
put together as this super team whereas 
most of the bigger teams that are winning 
a lot of games right now are these super 
teams or veteran teams such as the San 
Antonio Spurs. So I think at this point [my 
favourite team is] the Pacers.
By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
The women’s volleyball team have recruited Kelsi 
Taron and Taylor Gammel from 
Kelowna to join their program 
for the following volleyball 
season. The impressive Taron 
played in the BC summer 
games in 2010, competed for 
Team BC at the Western Elite 
Championships, and is a 
graduate of Kelowna Christian 
School. Gammel graduated from 
Mount Boucherie Secondary 
School this June and won bronze 
at Nationals last year with an 
elite Kelowna volleyball squad.
Royals’ head coach Kyra 
Iannone had a few words to 
say about her latest additions: 
“[Taron] is a very dynamic 
and exciting athlete to have on 
the team. She is an elite setter, 
leader, and proven champion. 
Most importantly, we are 
changing the culture of Douglas 
women’s volleyball, and [Taron] 
will help with that change.
“[Gammel] is a huge 
recruit for us and I expect 
some pretty spectacular things 
from this lady,” says Iannone. 
“She has so much physicality 
that both [Royals strength and 
conditioning coach] Jake Elder 
and myself can work with. She 
has the potential to dominate 
this league with her abilities.”
The two freshmen will be 
looked at to help out a Royals 
team that lost in the quarter-
finals of the playoffs last season 
and finished sixth in the PacWest 
standings with a 6–18 record 
and 12 points in 24 games.
Rahael Yohannes
First-year, International Studies
The New York Knicks. Not 
because I really care, but 
because I really like New York. 
Oh wait! I change my team. 
So my favourite team is the 
Dallas Mavericks, because I 
really like the German guy 
who won, Dirk Nowitzki, who 
won the championship two 
years ago.
Humour.www.theotherpress.ca
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By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
In a strategic move that Kim Jong-un hopes will 
make North Korea seem more 
powerful, the nation will be 
changing its name from the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) to The Universe. 
Jong-un made the 
announcement last Saturday, 
saying that he was aware 
of most people not being 
impressed by the current name 
of his bizarre nation, which 
is the polar opposite of a 
democratic republic.
In an interview with North 
Korean State TV, Jong-un 
stated, “We are known as the 
DPRK, a name that is so long 
and stupid that it has become a 
mere acronym that no one uses.” 
Before the big reveal of what the 
country’s new name would be, 
Jong-un handed the newscaster 
a comically-large envelope, 
saying she would have the 
honour of telling the world what 
the nation’s new name would 
be. 
The envelope contained 
an iPad, with the words “The 
Universe” written on the 
screen—though it should be 
noted that the words were 
literally written on the iPad 
with a permanent marker. When 
asked why the leader chose The 
Universe as the nation’s new 
name, Jong-un told a story from 
his childhood: “Since I was a 
boy, my father told me I could 
be anything. I always asked 
if I could be the leader of the 
Universe and he said yes, so I 
have always wanted to make 
that dream come true. Today I 
can officially say that I am the 
ruler of The Universe.”
Political commentators 
initially reported that Jong-
un had become the most 
deranged world leader since 
George W. Bush, but professor 
of Linguistics at MIT, Noam 
Chomsky, says that what Jong-
un has done is “technically more 
logical than calling his nation a 
democracy.” 
“Since there is actually no 
definitive answer as to what the 
universe is, some might now see 
the universe as this fucked up 
place above South Korea” says 
Chomsky.
At this time, it is unclear 
how other world leaders will 
address Jong-un’s new title. 
While discussing his nation’s 
new name, the leader of The 
Universe stated “I will only 
reply to people who address 
me as The Leader of The 
Universe. Nothing else will do.” 
President Barack Obama was 
spotted by TMZ leaving a bar 
in Washington, DC and when 
the reporter asked him what he 
would address Jung-un as in his 
speeches, the president said that 
he will “Call him what he is: a 
delusional silver-spooned loser 
who dresses like he is a dentist 
doing oral surgery.” 
When the United 
Nations was asked about the 
ramifications of the name 
change of North Korea, the UN 
spokesperson simply stated “We 
hope to never have to go to war 
with The Universe.”
North  Korea changes name to ‘The Universe’
Kim Jong-un believes new title to be ‘more accurate’
The envelope contained an iPad, with the words “The Universe” 
written on the screen—though it should be noted that the words 
were literally written on the iPad with a permanent marker.
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By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFlcqWQVVuU
I remember the Christmas of ‘97. I was screaming around the house in my 
red one-piece pajamas, celebrating the newest member of my family: my 
brand new Nintendo 64. This was definitely one of the defining moments of 
my childhood, as it was to the kid in this video. I assume thousands of kids 
had the exact same reaction unwrapping that wonderful piece of electronic 
perfection, but these parents were smart enough to film it.
Damsel in this dress | By Angela Espinoza
Blitz toons | By Ken Bablitz
Humour.www.theotherpress.ca
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Ryan’s diary: DO NOT READ!!!!
August 26, 2020
I just wish that everything would go back to 
the way things used to be. Here I am, a former 
police officer hanging around a psychopath 
and his crazy daughter. I hoped I would’ve 
run into someone else by now—or at least 
someone who won’t try to eat me for lunch. 
It’s my only option for now. Those things out 
there are terrifying. Apparently the infection 
has something to do with a new pill that came 
out last month called  
“Bonerific.” I wonder what’s in it.
August 27, 2020
We found an abandoned encampment today 
with tons of those creatures inside. From the 
looks of it, the place was an old army base. 
The freaking creatures apparently knew how 
to use their guns! I’m trying to come up with 
something to call them. If I go Hollywood, I’d 
name them zombies. If I go AMC, I’d name 
them walkers. Hmmm… It’s something to 
think about.
August 28, 2020
We’ve decided to call this encampment ‘The 
Wall’ because of the big-ass cement wall that’s 
enclosing it, except for the wooden front gate. 
I thought it should be called ‘The Castle’ 
but Mr. I’m-A-Big-Dick makes those calls 
apparently. I wish more humans would turn 
up. I hate using this word, but for the sake of 
his innocent daughter, I’m going to write it 
down: mutiny.
August 29, 2020
Today we actually had a couple humans join 
us at the Wa-no, Castle. Their names are Bill 
and Doug. I could tell right away that Burt 
really disliked Doug, but I have no idea why. 
He’s probably just a tool. I could also tell that 
Lucy really likes Bill. I saw it in her eyes. Oh 
yeah, I also saw them doing it behind the 
Humvee. Ha, Bill. What kind of a name is 
that?
August 30, 2020
It turns out that Doug is a criminal. I 
should’ve recognized him. That’s why Burt 
hated him so much! Man, Doug’s just lucky 
Burt only kills zombies. Yep, I’ve gone 
Hollywood. I wonder what he did before 
all hell broke loose? I also wonder how 
Burt found out…
With files from Steven Cayer
Diary of a second-hand zombie-killer
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy

